"SKIING"

It 1% mud-January, and it 15 cold. 1L 15 not &
good night for & run 1o the east side of lown.
The alarm is for a reporied condomininm
[ire ut an address on Murphies Hill, You do
not know why they named it Murphies Hill,
but you do know it is the steepest hill in
your district.

The four-story condominiums ar that loca-
ton each have a fronl balcony. Recently,
your company, an aerial platferm, had
responded to several fires in these buoild-
ings; and as you carelully nuvigate the
snow-coversd streets, you pray that tonight
womn't be another. Your prayers arc mot
answered,

THE DILEMMA
Rounding the corner at the wp of Mur-
phies Hill, you can seée flames blowing oot
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ol the third-Tloor window of a building
located holfway down the hill. Your unil is
first in. Your officer ransmis the signal for
# working fire. The pumper 15 mghi behind
Yol

Concerned about the road conditions, vou
reduce vour speed as you start down the hill.
It is sieep and slippery. You apply the brake
in front of the Gre butlding: bul even at the
reduced speed, the perial platform apparatus
slides a few feel past the point where you
expecied to stop. It doesn’l cause & problem,
theugh; you can still raise your platform and
ladlder the butiding.

Your officer and the rest of the wuck fire-
fighters go about their tasks as the engine
company. stretches a line from the hydrant
behind vou, After you set the stabilizers, you
transfer hyvdraulic power 1o the boom—all
the tme wilching the front of the building
for trapped occupants. Just as you sscend 1o
the pedestal, a frightened woman holding an
infunt appears on the fourth-floor balcony.
The fire 15 venting oul the windows below
them; and each ime the wind ghifis in their
direction, they are engulfed i hot. aerid
smoke. You call for assistance on the
porahle radio; in responss, the firefighrer
assigned to venl from the exterior relums o
the apparatus and climbs up into the plat-
form,

You raise, rotute, and extend the boom,
bringing it toward the panicking woman.
Euch time you execute a move with the

boom, the entire apparnius lurches slightly
forwerd. The upparatus is slipping on the
snorw and jce in the streel. As the platform
approaches the balcony, the firehighter in the
platform takes control of it and brings it inlo
position for the rescue. Afer rescuing the
wornan and her child, he quickly rotites the
boom away from the building. and out of
harm’s way. As he does this, the apparutus
Turehes Torward and then continues 1o slowly
inch down the hill. You can’t believe ir,
You're sliding down the hill. What can yvou
do to stop? Leaving the pedestal, you climb
up into the cab and step on the brake. That
doesn’l help: the stabilizers have lifted the
wheels from the ground., What can you do?
You're starting to pick np speed.

Suddenly, you feel an impact on the right
side of the cab. The apparatus has stopped
moving. The second enging’s pump opera-
tor, seeing your dilemma, nosed his appara-
tus against yours and ended the: slide, Yiou're
relieved and return to your position on the
pedestul. The occupunts of the buskel gol o
little more of 4 ride than they had bargained
for, but no one was hurt.

AMALYSIS

Afler the fire, yvou discuss the incident with
your officer, He explains the following: Aer
ial platforms have operational limits, and
one of them is the degree of slope on which
they can safely operate—from about four 1o
15 degrees, depending on the apparatus. A



four-degree slope (fronl Lo rear) 15 an
ineredse of four feet in height for each hun
dred fedr of <loping road. The slope of Mur-
phies Hill 1s way above the opermtional Ll

You had operated successfully on that hill
hefore. Why did you slide this time?

Following are some of (he reasons my offi-
cer gave for the aerial’s sliding this time:

» The part of the hill on which you were
operuling this ime 15 steeper thun the pars
on which you had previously operated,

® The immediate and obvious redson wis
the presence of the snow and ice. Stabilie-

ers are fut pads, not unlike skis. The soow
and hill creare a ski slope. The lurching of
the boom provided the push o start the ser-
il down the slope. Stubilizer pads have lit
tle traction on this slippery surface; as a
resule, the apparatus started (o shde, Onee il
sturled, its weight and the slope of the hill
acted 1o increase your speed. Linless some-

thing intervenes, you are in for the nde of

your life. In this instance, the second
pumper was in the right position; and the
pumnp operalor was 4 [ast thinker—and an
even fasler actor

PREVENTION TIPS

What can be done 10 prevent this from hap-
pening

* Kpow vour district. If there Is o steep
hill, can vou operate safely on it

o Enow and [ollow the apparatus munufue-
turer’s guidelines.

» When operating on snow or e, put sand
or ush under the stabilizer pads. This will
increase traction and retard the tendency 1o
slip.

& Usc the lurge stubilizer support plales
supplicd by the manufacturer. They incresse

Equipment.
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the surface contact aren and, in conjuncticn
with the sand or ash, sct W incregse traction.

& Make all boom movements as smoathly
ag possible. Operating the boom from the
pedestal instead of from the platform allows
for & smoother operation, which will
decrease the tendency of the apparatus to
lurch when starting or stopping the platform

& Don't shut down yoor master stream
suddenly or suddenly change its direction.
Suddenly shutting down the stream will
canse the platform to lurch forward, possi-
bly providing the push peeded (o start you
sliding. A sudden change in the direction of
the stream will cause the platform to be
pushed in the opposite direction of the
Streatn.

SKIING ALSO POSSIBLE ON LEVEL GROUND

You say you have no hills in your district
anel that you won'L have to wirry aboul this
problem. That is not necestarily true. [ know
of one apparatus skiing imeident Lhat
vevurred on level ground, The truck was set
up in the center of a level stregl, with the
boom raised perpendicular W the apparatus,
Alter the job wos completed, the: appartos
aperator irigd 1o raise the stabilizers. Thatr's
when the fun began. The street had o shght
crown, (o allow for water runoff, As the
hoom was operated, the apparams slipped
severil inches down the crown, and the sta-
bilizer ended vp underneath 4 parked car, To
hed these sinbilizers, they had to be raised
up in an arc until they rested sgainst the
apparatus. This could not be done, since a
car was now sitting over one of the pads and
in its path of travel. The problem was solved
by getting all the firefighters together and
having them bounce the car back a few inch-
es, clearing the path of travel, thus allowing
the stabilizer to be maised.

Anather hill you might miss in a survey of
vour level district is the slope of a bridge or
ramp. Conceivahly, you may want 1o sat up
on 4 brdge or a ramp; but al such a Gme,
you must consider the limitations, If the
| ground is snow-covered, follow the precau-

tions mentioned in this article. m
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